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Critical choice

Congressman John Culberson made a very important point in his essay "A year later, the country still can't afford Obamacare." We need common-sense reforms that actually lower health care costs. These reforms have already taken place around the world in all developed countries except the United States. Their total cost is half the total United States' cost, and their medical outcomes are better in almost all measures. These reforms include a Medicare-like program for the nation's entire population, modeled on our seniors-only system. Medicare in the United States has increased the health of our senior population since 1965 and has paid for itself with a Medicare tax paid by all employees. Currently there are problems with Medicare. It, along with other social programs, has been

starved of funds in the name of lower taxes. We have a vital choice to make. Do we really want the lowest taxes in history, or do we want adequate social programs with an educated healthy population?
- CJ Heinz,

Houston
